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ARTS INTEGRATION LESSON: PAINTING LIGHT 
Arts Discipline: Visual Arts 

Infused Discipline: (If 
applicable) 

Science 

Grade 
Level:  

7th 
grade 

Medium: Watercolors 
Materials: Watercolors, wells, brushes, paper towels 

Teaching Objective:  Students acquire the technical skill of measuring their water for the creation 
of the hue. They learn about the atmospheric quality of light and the are being 
exposed to the concept of color being electromagnetic radiation of visible 
light waves and hear about the quality of light being simultaneously matter 
and energy.  

 Visual Arts Standards: VA 2.4, 2.5 

NextGen Science Standards: PS4.A and PS4.B 
Resources: Spencer Finch comparing the light of the Pacific and the Atlantic Ocean.  

Resources:  
 
 
 

 

 
 Spencer Finch measuring color of the Atlantic Ocean  

 

 
Spencer Finch measuring color of the Pacific Ocean 



 

 

  

LESSON STANDARDS AND TARGET LEARNINGS 

Standard: PS4.A Waves and their applications in technologies for information transfer. 
Lesson Application Students look at artwork installed by Spencer Finch in the Seattle Arts Museum, 

where large transparent pieces of colored glass were installed. Because of the 
nature of the glass the plates which overlapped created another color for the 
viewer. Students create watercolor glazes and discover the additive, subtractive 
and the transmitted quality of colors.  

    
Standard: PS4.B When light shines on an object, it is reflected, absorbed, or transmitted through 

the object, depending on the object’s material and the frequency of the light (MS-
PS4-2). The path that light travels can be traced as straight lines, except at surfaces 
between different transparent materials where the light path bends. (MS-PS4-2) 
A wave model of light is useful for explaining brightness, color and the frequency -
dependent bending of light at a surface between media. (MS-PS4-2) 
However, because light can travel through space, it cannot be a matter wave, like 
sound or water waves. (MS-PS4 -2) 

Lesson Application Students discover how different object materials interrupt the path of light. In the 
installation by Spencer Finch, the constant move of the glass plates draws out the 
effect that light is being fully reflected in the glass panels at times, and other times 
transparent and making the things behind the panels visible and other times the 
absorption of certain colors to become apparent. 

Visual Arts Standard: 2.4 Develop skill in mixing paints and showing color relationships.  



 

Lesson Application 

    
Teaching Instruction Strategies 

 DAY ONE 
STEP 1. Students make a color chart and record lightness of a color by adding water 
DAY TWO  
Step 2. Students paint a watercolor painting with color waves trying to make a wave pattern made of different 
colors they mixed by adding water to the paint.  

 


