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ARTS INTEGRATION LESSON: Civil War 
Arts Discipline: Visual Arts 

Infused Discipline: (If 
applicable) 

Social Science, History 

Grade 
Level:  

8th 
grade 

Medium: Acrylics on Canvas 
Materials: Acrylic paints, canvas, water containers, plates for palettes, brushes, paper 

towels.  
Teaching Objective:  Students learn how to sketch two soldiers fighting on horsebacks and paying close 

attention to the uniforms. The class is introducing the students to acrylic painting 
and the role of historical paintings.  

Social Science, History 
Standards: SS8.10 

SS8.10.6 Describe critical developments and events in the war, including the major 
battles, geographical advantages and obstacles, technological advances, and 
General Lee’s surrender to Appomattox. 

Visual Arts Standards: 1.2; 3.1; 
3.2 

1.2 Analyze and justify how their artistic choices contribute to the expressive 
quality of their own works of art.  
3.1 the role of art created to make a social comment 
3.2 variety of times and places in Western (and Non-Western) cultures  

Key Vocabulary: Civil War, uniforms, confederates 

Resources: Inspirational or 
historical materials or art pieces 

Contemporary artworks about the civil war 

 
 



 

 
Confederate Flag 

Examples: 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

LESSON STANDARDS AND TARGET LEARNINGS 

Standard: SS8.10.6 Battle scene  
Lesson Application 2 soldiers, representing north and south, deductions from the uniforms, flag being taken 

from the soldier of the confederate.  
Visual Arts Standard: 1.2 1.2 Analyze and justify how their artistic choices contribute to the expressive quality of 

their own works of art.  
Lesson Application Students are required to paint soldiers in the uniforms of the Civil War and following the 

same step-by-step drawing out the composition of the paintings. Students are invited to 
choose to finish their pieces and then may talk about the expressive quality of their 
choice.  

Visual Arts Standard: 3.1 3.1 the role of art created to make a social comment 
Lesson Application Students may choose to create art that conveys a social comment about the civil war.  

Visual Arts Standard: 3.2 3.2 variety of times and places in Western (and Non-Western) cultures 

Lesson Application Students learn the visual specifics of the time of the Civil War era and the paintings 
made in different times and cultures. See modern painting above or the art look at the 
art of M. Kuenstler.  

Teaching Instruction Strategies 

 DAY ONE 
STEP 1. Sketch with diluted acrylic paints the composition. Step-by-Step after teaching artist’s guidance. 
DAY TWO  
Step 1: Identify the specifics of the soldier’s uniforms. Students paint their paintings and make their own choices of 
style and expression.  

 


